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service of new masters, under whom they must fight on
for nothing." In short, the opinion of Mons. Villars was,
that this difficulty cancelled the promise of surrendering
Dunkirk; which therefore he opposed as much as possible,
in the letters he writ to his court.

Upon the Duke of Ormonde's representing those diffi-
culties, the Queen altered her measures, and ordered forces
to be sent from England to take possession of Dunkirk.
The Duke was likewise commanded to tell the foreign
generals in Her Majesty's service, how highly she would re-
sent their desertion; after which, their masters must give up
all thoughts of any arrears, either of pay or subsidy. The
lord privy seal spoke the same language at Utrecht, to the
several ministers of the allies; as Mr. Secretary St. John
did to those who resided here; adding, " That the proceed-
ing of the foreign troops would be looked upon as a declara-
tion for or against Her Majesty: and that, in case they
desert her service, she would look on herself as justified,
before God and man, to continue her negotiation at Utrecht,
or any other place, whether the allies concur or not." And
particularly the Dutch were assured, "That if their masters
seduced the forces hired by the Queen, they must take the
whole pay, arrears, and subsidies on themselves."1

The Earl of Strafford, preparing about this time to return
to Utrecht, with instructions proper to the present situation

1 Compare this language of Bishop Robinson with the letter Boling-
broke had previously written to Thomas Harley (letter of May 17,
1712): " On the leport which my Lord Strafford, who arrived here the
day before yesterday, has made by word of mouth, as well as upon the
contents of the latter dispatches from Utrecht, her Majesty is fully
determined to let all negotiations sleep in Holland ; since they have
neither sense, nor gratitude, nor spirit enough to make a suitable return
to the offers lately sent by the Queen, and communicated by the pleni-
potentiaries, her Majesty will look on herself as under no obligation
towards them, but pioceed to make the peace either with or without
them."

When the States-General addressed a complaint to the Queen of the
manner in which England was deserting them, Bolingbroke had their
letter formally condemned by a resolution of the House of Commons.
He was determined to bring this peace about, and the Dutch might
*' kick and flounce like wild beasts caught in a toil; yet the cords are too
strong for them to break." (Report from the Committee of Secrecy.)
[T. S.]